Monbulk RSL Newsletter
Autumn 2017

RSL Hall, Monbulk 3793 PO Box 105 Tel: 9752 1100
President – Bill Ford 9756 7078
Secretary – Craig Van den Berg 0408 311 465
Treasurer – Paul Bennett 9756 7216

The Gunn News
Presidents Report
This year started with the
Australia Day family day
at the RSL which was
organised by Natalie and
Tina. The day was well
attended by families and
the entertainment was
full on all day. The
children’s events such as
face painting, drawing
competition, Jumping
castle and the live music
made the day a great
success and will now
become an annual event
for us. Well done to the
social team. A special
thankyou goes to Aiden,
Chloe, Olivia, Caitlin,
Tipene and Hayley for
their outstanding help
setting up and
throughout the day.
Our next major agenda
item is Anzac Day and the
planning and work has
already begun. Invites
have been sent out and
our local members for
council and state
government will be in
attendance at our
services. There is still a
lot to do to ensure that
our Anzac Day will be
outstanding as it is each
year. We need help in
selling Anzac tokens and

if any member is able to
assist please contact me.
Lauren McAlister has
advised me that this will
be the last year that she
will sound the last post
and rouse for us. Lauren
has been playing for the
RSL for the past eleven
years and now has to
pursue her music career
further. Lauren has
chosen a student
musician that she feels is
keen and capable of
filling the role and will
arrange for us to meet
later in the year. I would
like to thank Lauren for
her dedication to the
Monbulk RSL and wish
her all the success in the
new challenges ahead
which I believe Lauren
will perform to a very
high standard.
At our AGM held on the
15th February 2017 Matt
Bull stood down as
secretary due to work
commitments and Craig
Van den Berg was elected
as secretary. Paul
Bennett remained in the
roll as treasurer. All other
positions remained the
same. A new portfolio of
kitchen manager was
formed and Wendy
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Dennison accepted that
position which means we
can have a better
communication with the
CWA.
After the Australia Day
event we had a break in
at the RSL and our TV
was stolen from the back
deck. We have since
improved our security
and are investigating
cameras for the rear of
the RSL. I would like to
thank both Brian and Dan
who donated replacement
TV’s to the RSL.
Sue and I would like to
once again thank
everyone for the help
that has been given to us
during our difficult time.
Sue is still struggling
along and with
appointments and the
occasional stay in hospital
getting her down on the
odd occasion it helps that
everyone at the RSL is so
kind and thoughtful and
care about her.
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November 2016 saw a
small contingent travel to
Puckapunyal to attend
the changing of the
Guidon. Wo1 Matthew
Bull, a member of
Monbulk RSL, was chosen
by his Regiment to
present the new Guidon
flag to the Governor
General of Australia Sir
Peter Cosgrove. The
parade and presentation
was well attended and
the highlight was Matt
being driven on to the
parade ground carrying
the new Guidon and
presenting it to Sir Peter
Cosgrove. Matt has had a
miniature Guidon made
and framed and
presented it to the
Monbulk RSL so all can
view. On behalf of the
club I would like to thank
Matt for such an historical
and valuable item for the
RSL.
At our meeting in
December the Skepper
family proudly presented
to the RSL the medals,
photos and history of
Steve Skepper who was a
very valued member of
Monbulk RSL. The two
magnificent framed
histories have been hung
in the Steve Skepper
Billiard room for all to
see. The members and I
would like to say how
proud we are and wish to
thank Steve’s family for

such a valuable gift to the
RSL and would like to
ensure them that the best
of care will be taken to
look after their gift and
make sure it will always
be on display.
The members were
saddened by the loss of
Mary Johnson last
November. Mary was not
only a member of the
Monbulk RSL she was
also a member of
Monbulk Legacy. Mary
helped the RSL with the
sale of both Anzac and
Poppy sales over many
years. The poem The
Poppy which we read on
Remembrance Day was
given to the RSL by Mary
many years ago so each
year on that day we will
think of Mary as the
poem is read.
Lest we forget.
Thank you everyone and
I look forward to another
great year at the Monbulk
RSL and all the social
nights and days that have
been planned by Tina and
Nat. Look forward to
seeing you on Anzac Day.
Best regards to all.
Bill Ford.

Membership
Monbulk RSL needs your
membership and
continued support.
There are 3 categories of
membership:
SERVICE:
AFFILIATE:
SOCIAL:
2017 MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE
NOW DUE AT JUST $30
ANNUALLY
Payment /Enquiries:
Membership Manager
Pete Frazer
pete.frazer@bigpond.com
Mobile 0408 000 073
Cheques/money orders to
Monbulk RSL
You can now Renew
Annual Memberships
Online through Internet
Banking – just make sure
to key in your name!
Bendigo Bank
Title – RSL MONBULK–
GENERAL ACCOUNT
BSB – 633-000
A/C NUMBER –
154830624
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Matt Bull kindly submitted
this report.
Consecration and
Presentation of the
4th/19th Prince of
Wales’s Light Horse
Guidon.
On 26 Nov 2016 the
Governor General
presented a new Guidon
to 4th/19th Prince of
Wales’s Light Horse
Regiment, at the School
of Armour, Puckapunyal.
This marked an important
occasion in the life of
Victorian armoured units
as it is the first time in
Australia that a linked
armoured unit has been
presented a Guidon. Until
recently, 4th/19th Prince of
Wales’s Light Horse held
custody of all Guidons
from its historically linked
units. These have now
been laid up at
Melbourne’s Shrine of
Remembrance. It is
planned to lay up the 4th
Light Horse Regiment
(Corangamite Light
Horse) Guidon at the
Shrine of Remembrance,
Melbourne in late October
2017. The current
regiment recognizes
historical links to 6
Victorian Light Horse
Regiments from WW1, 2
Armoured Regiments
from WW2 and deployed
the first Troop of APC to
Vietnam in May 1965.

What is a Guidon and
what is its use?
The practice of carrying
symbols into battle has
existed for centuries: the
eagle standards of the
Roman legions being
perhaps the best known.
The Guidon is a heraldic
banner, carried by cavalry
regiments; the equivalent
of the colours borne by
regiments of line infantry.
Traditionally, the carrying
of a Guidon or Colour
remained the exclusive
privilege of those who
fought face to face with
the enemy; namely the
Cavalry and the Infantry.
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The Guidon now occupies
the sacred ceremonial
place in a mounted
Regiment. Originally, they
were battle flags, carried
by the headquarters staff
to show the position of
the King or General in
command. These flags
were always cut with the
swallow tail design, so
that they would flutter
better in the breeze. It is
a tradition that has been
followed by the mounted
units of most nations. In
time, the Guidon became
a focal point of
regimental esprit de corps
and there are many
stories of the exploits of
great heroism by soldiers
defending the Guidon
from loss. The
consecration is seen to
add religious significance
to the Guidon, and
through the Guidon, to
the Regiment and its
duties.
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A Word from Ted
Monbulk RSL welcomes
the appointment of Dr
Robert Webster as State
President of the Victorian
Branch of the RSL. We
have constantly voted for
him over the years
believing he will do an
excellent job.
We also believe he is the
first Viet Nam Nasho to
hold the position.
His CV below, as kindly
provided by Anzac House
in Melbourne.

Robert Stanley Webster
was born in Melbourne in
1948. He is the eldest of
five children, Rob’s
parents both served
overseas during World
War ll. A student at
Deepdene State School
and then Swinburne
Technical College, the
family shifted to South
Australia in 1968.
Rob was called up for
National Service from
Adelaide in 1969. He
served in Vietnam with 26
Transport Company,
Royal Australian Army
Service Corps from Feb
1970 until Feb 1971. His
younger brother, Ian, is
also a Vietnam veteran
having served in Vietnam

from Sept 1970 to Sept
1971 with 110 Signals
Squadron, RAA Sigs.
Rob has been a member
of the RSL for over 40
years, with his original
Sub-Branch being Henley
& Grange (South
Australia), now with Kew.
Rob was President of the
Kew Sub-branch from
1988 – 1994 and was coopted to the RSL State
Executive during 1989.

He was a member of the
State Executive for three
years before being
appointed Deputy State
Treasurer in 1992 and
then State Honorary
Treasurer in 1994. After 8
years as Honorary State
Treasurer he was elected
Vice President in 2003
and the Senior Vice
President in 2006. Rob
became State President
on the 1st February 2017.
Rob was awarded Life
Membership of the
League in 2001, Life
Membership with Gold
Badge in June 2002, the
League’s highest award,
the Meritorious Service
Medal in 2016, and a
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Medal in the Order of
Australia in January 2017.
Rob was a Board member
of Austin Health for 15
years and currently is
Chairman of the Victorian
Veterans’ Children’s
Education Board (DVA),
having been on the board
for 18 years and its chair
for the last seven years.
He is also the RSL
representative on the
Defence Reserves
Support Council, in which
capacity he was invited to
visit the Australian troops
in the Solomon Islands in
Nov 2010. He has been
involved in veteran
related aged care since
1995 and has been a
Director of Vasey RSL
Care since 2004. With his
interest in education Rob
has been the Victorian
Corresponding Member
for the Australian
Veterans Children’s
Assistance Trust. AVCAT
administers various
scholarship schemes,
predominately the DVA
Long Tan bursary, for
children of eligible
Veterans.
Rob retired from RMIT in
2009 after 31 years and
has since taught part
time at both Deakin
University and for RMIT
in both Melbourne and
Singapore. Rob’s
academic interests are in
property investment,
property finance,
valuation of real estate
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and location decisionmaking behavior in the
transport and logistics
industry. Prior to his
RMIT career Rob worked
as both and accountant
and property valuer. Rob
is a Fellow of both CPA
Australia and the
Australian Property
Institute. He is also a
member of the Australian
Institute of Company
Directors and holds a
Doctor of Business
Administration degree.

the closest margin.
Jackpotting $20 a week
until it goes off. Believe it
or not it went off in round
2 when Mark Starick
picked all 9 correct and
was one point off the
margin, well done Mark.
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For latest news and
updates

The “Pick the Whole
Season” and KO comps
also have a good number
entered.

In his spare time Rob is
his family’s genealogist,
enjoys reading and
volunteers with CPA
Australia. Rob has five
children and four
grandchildren and is
married to Jenni.

Many Thanks again to:
The office of James Merlino MP
Deputy Premier
Education Minister
Emergency Services Minister and
State Labour Member for
Monbulk
for kindly printing our newsletter

Footy Tipping
The 2017 season is now
underway with a record
53 entered into the
tipping.
The usual suspects have
entered with 13 new
faces welcomed aboard.

Saturday April 22nd the CWA
ladies will be doing the Anzac
Sign out the front of the RSL and
if any members have any
hydrangea flowers they would
like to contribute could they drop
them off at 10.00 am on that day.

We also welcome a
sponsorship of $500 from
Kaye Charles Real Estate
which will go towards a
rolling prize for picking all
correct in a round with
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Forthcoming Events.
Event dates for 2017
25/4/17 Anzac day
16 May 2017 – Autumn Fashion Parade hosted by Sisters Boutique, 7:30 PM
(more information contact Wendy: 0419 107 827)
MONBULK RSL
20 May 2017 - RSL band night entertainment
TBC105
PO BOX
Monbulk VIC 3793
8 July 2017 - Theme night (possibly western)
30 Sep 2017 - Footy Grand Final
21 Oct 2017 - Plant sale
7 Nov 2017 - Cup Day
9 Nov 2017 Oaks Day at the RSL
11 Nov 20117 Remembrance Day
12 Nov 2017 - Car show
2 Dec 2017 - Veterans lunch
9 Dec 2017 - Xmas party
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